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Headlines 
 

 Hold the date: Our next Wildlife Gardening Day, 
after last year's successful trial, is on Sat 18 May 
2019, when we return to the Wetland Centre and 
Barnes, London. More details in due course. 

 

 
In this issue 

  

 Studies reveal that glyphosate may be harming bees by damaging their gut bacteria, the question of 
whether urbanisation favours common species and can wildlife gardening counteract this?, and 
how living near greenspace is shown to improve children's spatial working memory. 

 

 Also, taupe plant pots are on their way to address the plastic waste mountain from gardening, the 
government's promises for gardens in the 25-year environment plan, and the arrival of yet more 
Asian Hornets. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  
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Forum news 
 
Wildlife Gardening Day 2019 
Last year’s Wildlife Gardener’s Day was a tremendous success, enjoyed by all participants.  It was a little 
marred by a certain Royal Wedding having been set for the same date (after we had committed!) and by 
some football cup final or other, so we had fewer casual visitors than we hoped.  This year won’t have 
such competition on Sat 18 May 2019, so please put the date in your diary. 
 
If you would like to give a brief Member’s talk at the event please get in touch via conference@wlgf.org . 
These proved very popular last year.  Likewise, if you or your organisation would like to run a workshop, 
or have a recruiting or sales stand at the event, please let us know. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

If you are part of an organisation, charity or research facility, please get your press team to add us to 
their press release distribution list for relevant topics. And, to every Forum member, if you see any 
wildlife gardening related news, do send it through. Email news@wlgf.org.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Events and calendar 
2019 

 Sat 18 May WLGF Wildlife Gardeners Day, The Wetland Centre, Barnes, London 

 20–28 Jul National Moth Week 
(It is interesting how many of the national wildlife or gardening 'days' or 'weeks' have not yet published 
details for 2019, with the relevant webpages still advertising 2018. Ha s the appetite for them waned?) 
 
With the National Open Gardens scheme now featuring a 'wildlife garden' search function, we pick out 
three you might like to visit for inspiration. Of course, every garden has wildlife in it, but these are 
gardens that have proactively done things to improve them for nature. 
 
Gorsty House, Montgomery. Open 13 April "2¼ acres, one acre of which is beautiful perennial flowering 
hay meadow. We are planting to attract wildlife, with wooded and shady areas, herbaceous borders 
with abundant cottage garden planting, hundreds of bulbs in season, orchard with wildflowers, wildlife 
pond, and a ‘secret garden’, planted to encourage pollinators". Beautiful views.  
 
Elworthy Cottage, Taunton, Somerset Open 3, 9, 15 February, 11, 22, 25 April. 1 acre plantsman's 
garden in tranquil setting. Island beds, scented plants, clematis, unusual perennials and ornamental 
trees and shrubs to provide year-round interest. In spring, pulmonarias, hellebores and more than 350 
varieties of snowdrops. Planted to encourage birds, bees and butterflies, lots of birdsong. 
 
Wind in the Willows, Higher Denham, Bucks. Open 24 March.3 acre wildlife friendly, comprising 
informal, woodland and wild gardens, separated by streams lined by iris, primulas and astilbe. A total of 
65 species of bird and 13 species of butterfly have been seen in and over the garden, which is also home 
to Frogs, Toads and the now endangered Water Voles. 
 
Would you like your event to be featured here? Email news@wlgf.org 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:conference@wlgf.org
mailto:news@wlgf.org
http://nationalmothweek.org/
https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/garden/33060/
https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/garden/9630/
https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/garden/19619/
mailto:news@wlgf.org
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Wildlife gardening research 
 
How bad is Japanese Knotweed? 
Research by the University of Leeds 
has concluded that Japanese 
Knotweed is not as damaging to 
buildings as was previously feared, 
and no more than other plants. This 
will come as welcome news to 
homeowners afflicted with this 
Invasive Non-native plant.  
 
However, it is still able to outcompete 
and smother native wildlife, and is 
one of the most stubborn plants to 
eradicate. The parliamentary Science 
and Technology Committee was due 
to explore the implications of the 
findings on 21 January. 
  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Urbanisation benefits common species but other species lose out 
Where humans change land use, some widespread wildlife species benefit, such as the Brown Rat and 
Feral Pigeon, but plants and animals with a more restricted habitat requirement tend to lose out. These 
are the findings of a study by University College London, reported in PlosOne, which compared over one 
million data from 445 surveys.  
 
It means that cities around the world contain a ‘homogenised’ group of widespread species. ‘Narrow-
range’ species tend to be more at risk of extinction, so urbanisation is likely to be accelerating this.  
 
However, for the Wildlife Gardening Forum, this is far from the full picture. It should be pointed out that 
the study did not look into the wildlife inhabiting gardens, despite the accumulating evidence of the 
special biodiversity levels of urban gardens.  It also did not take into account evidence of organisms (eg 
Blackbirds and Blackcaps) adapting and evolving in response to the urban environment. 
 
Some observers have questioned whether wildlife gardening favours generalist and widespread species, 
and does little for rarer and more specialist species. We would be interested to see studies come 
forward which explore this, and identify whether certain targeted actions can benefit rare and more 
specialist species, and whether wildlife gardening can help redress the situation.  
 
It should also be noted that almost all wildlife is under pressure in our changing world, and that even if 
gardens only provided a haven for relatively common species, they are still very important! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.2006841
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Gardens and allotments: pollinator hotspots 

In an extensive study led by the University of Bristol, populations of pollinators were compared across 
all the major urban land uses in four British cities (Edinburgh,  Leeds, Reading and Bristol). The results 
showed that residential gardens and allotments are pollinator hotspots, and this was the case in all four 
cities despite their geographical distance from each other. Allotments in particular are associated with 
high pollinator diversity, thought to be due to the high floral abundance and diversity due to the mix of 
weeds, flowers, fruit and vegetables. 

 
Another interesting finding was that the 
higher the household income, the greater 
the pollinator abundance tended to be. 
 
These results are very encouraging, in what 
is an important piece of research that adds 
yet more to our understanding of the value 
of urban gardens for wildlife, in this case 
pollinators. It should give everyone 
encouragement to grow more flowering 
plants in gardens, and the effect will be all 
the greater if we can guide people to grow 
more of those species and cultivars shown 
to be beneficial.  
 

The study's lead author was Katherine Baldock, who was one of our excellent speakers at the Autumn 
2018 Wildlife Gardening Forum conference in Bristol. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The bigger bird gets the worm 
A study by the University of Exeter and the British Trust for Ornithology investigated the pecking order 
between ten different bird species at garden birdfeeders. Pairs of feeders were set up, one containing 
sunflower hearts, the other sunflowers still in their seed cases.  
 
The results probably back up what many of us have observed anecdotally at our own feeding stations. 
They found that larger birds such as house sparrows and greenfinches monopolised the better food and 
were able to spend more time feeding than smaller birds. The study concludes that this is likely to have 
important implications for the use of supplementary feeders as a conservation tool. However, the 
relationship between weight and dominance wasn't absolute. For example, goldfinches were more 
dominant than their body mass would suggest, and chaffinches less so.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Rural hedgehogs struggle  
A study by Nottingham Trent University and the University of Reading used footprint traps to establish 
the presence or absence of Hedgehogs at 261 rural sites in England and Wales, covering all habitat 
types. They recorded Hedgehogs at just 21% of sites, indicating that much of the countryside is no 
longer suitable for them.  
 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-018-0769-y
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0202152
http://www.reading.ac.uk/news-and-events/releases/PR775647.aspx
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They also looked to see the relationship between the presence of Hedgehogs and Badgers. They found 
that Hedgehogs were absent from 71% of sites where Badgers were also absent, showing that 
Hedgehogs don't necessarily prosper in areas lacking Badgers, while there were Badger setts at 49% of 
the sites where Hedgehogs are found, showing that at times they can co-exist.  
 
However, the major variable in the modelling to explain numbers of Hedgehogs was relative Badger sett 
density, quantified as the total number of all sett types present in survey squares. Another recent study 
in gardens found the same. 
 
Of course, habitat loss is bad for both Hedgehogs and Badgers, but Badgers are one reason why 
Hedgehogs appear to be recovering in towns but not in rural habitats. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Research starts into the value of 'Hedgehog Highways' 
As part of the Hedgehog Street project, the People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) and the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) are investigating how holes in/under fences, walls and other 
barriers in gardens affect hedgehog movement. The research team, led by Reading University, will 
collect data from hedgehogs (via GPS trackers) before and after the holes are created. This is part of the 
wider hedgehog conservation work being carried out by (run by PTES & BHPS).  
 
It will be fascinating the see the results. It seems logical that they work – in new build developments, it 
may be the only way for Hedgehogs to get into and out of gardens, and Hedgehog Highways are being 
incorporated into almost every garden in the 2,450 house Barratt development at Kingsbrook, 
Aylesbury. But will the science back this up? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Butterflies are importing foreign pollen 
A piece of research funded by the British 
Ecological Society collected pollen from the 
bodies of 47 Painted Lady butterflies on the 
Spanish Mediterranean coast in spring and 
analysed the DNA to identify the plant species 
they visited previously. It identified 157 species 
of plants of 23 different orders, the vast 
majority of which were African species not 
present in Europe. 
 
It reveals that pollen can be transported vast 
distances by insects, which makes it possible 
that genetic material from the same or closely 
related plant species may mix over long 
distances.  Of course, transported pollen from a 
plant that doesn't exist in the destination 
country will have no effect. 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11252-018-0795-1
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/11/181109101419.htm
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Yet more impacts revealed of neonicotinoids on bumblebees 
We have reported many times about the impact of neonicotinoid pesticides on bees, especially on their 
foraging behaviour. Now, more research reported in Science (and Science Daily) has shown that 
bumblebees exposed to doses of the chemical spend less time socialising, looking after larvae, helping to 
warm the nest and building wax caps around the colony. 
 
The results were obtained by sticking simplified QR codes on the back of each bee and then tracking 
individuals around the colony using cameras equipped with computer vision. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Latest bird population trends: garden headlines 
The 2018 BirdTrends report from the British Trust for Ornithology shows 
that the population of 26 British breeding species has more than halved 
since 1967, while 23 species have more than doubled.  
 
Of particular relevance to gardens: 
• the House Sparrow has declined by 70% (1977–2016), but with 

encouraging recent increases in Scotland and Wales 
• the Song Thrush decline appears to have been reversed, 

although populations are still around half of what they were 40 
years ago 

• the Starling (right) has declined by about 89% since 1967, and 
this decline shows little sign of slowing down.  

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Glyphosate may be harming Honeybees 
While most of the attention has been on neonicotinoid pesticides and their impact on wild bees and the 
Honeybee, there is now evidence that glyphosate, the widely available weedkiller, may be harming 
Honeybee populations. Research has shown that when they are exposed to glyphosate, they lose some 
of the beneficial bacteria in their gut, and they become more susceptible to bacterial infections. It is very 
possible that the same effects are experienced by wild bee species. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Man's activities can help species evolve 
The Barn Swallow breeds almost exclusively in man-made environments, often indeed in barns or 
outhouses. There are six subspecies around the world, from America and Europe to Asia, but until now 
little was known about when these subspecies evolved.  
 
However, a study by the University of Colorado Boulder decoded the genome of 168 Barn Swallows and 
found that it is likely that the species dramatically expanded in range and population about 7,700 years 
ago and the subspecies evolved, all at about the time when humans started building substantial 
structures. It appears that our success as a species facilitated the success – and evolution – of another 
species. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/11/181108142221.htm
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/mec.14854
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Hope rises from the Ashes 
Ash Die-back (ADB) is a fungal disease of Ash trees that causes leaf 
loss, the die-back of the crown and lesions on the trunk, and in 
many cases leads to the death of the tree. First recorded in Poland 
in 1992, it reached the UK in 2012, and has since spread across 
much of the country. There is an excellent map showing the 
spread here. 
 
Until recently, it was feared that the Ash might become extinct in 
the UK, although there was hope that resistant trees might be 
found, from which new stock could be bred. However, a recent 
analysis of woods across Europe has shown that no site has yet 
reached 100% mortality, even after 20 years of exposure to ADB. 
The worst affected site – a plantation – had 85% mortality. This 
suggests that some Ash trees in Europe will naturally survive.  
 
However, it should be stressed that only a small minority of 
surviving trees are fully healthy, and those that survive tend to 
have reduced growth and reproduction.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do gardens fare in the 25-year Environment Plan? 
Almost exactly a year ago, the UK government unveiled its 25-year Environment Plan. So where do 
gardens feature in its vision of the future? 
 
The Barratt housing development at Kingsbrook, Aylesbury, which is being delivered in partnership with 
Aylesbury Vale District Council and the RSPB, is featured as a case study in the Plan, which is 
encouraging. 

 
Gardens then get a mention in terms of peat-use: “In 2011 we introduced a voluntary target for amateur 
gardeners to phase out the use of peat by 2020 and a final voluntary phase-out target of 2030 for 
professional growers of fruit, vegetables and plants. If by 2020 we have not seen sufficient movement to 
peat alternatives, we will look at introducing further measures”. The way things are going (or, rather, 
not going), we look forward to seeing these further measures. 
 
The Plan also confirms the government’s view that “playing and learning outside is a fundamental part 
of childhood, and helps children grow up healthy. Some children are lucky enough to have a family 
garden; others will not and it is important that we find other ways to give them better access to the 
great outdoors.” The plan therefore commits to launching a “Nature Friendly Schools Programme to 
help more communities create the kind of school grounds that support learning about the natural world 
and also keep children happy and healthy”. This process began in June 2018, with £10M made available. 
 
Finally, the plan recognises that “the provision of more and better quality green infrastructure, including 
urban trees, will make towns and cities attractive places to live and work, and bring about key long-term 
improvements in people’s health…We want to encourage more investment, in part by doing a better job 
of explaining what ‘good’ green infrastructure actually looks like. We will do this by defining a set of 

http://chalaramap.fera.defra.gov.uk/
https://nph.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ppp3.11
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
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standards in close consultation with stakeholders, including the Parks Action Group.” The plan also 
includes a commitment to plant more than a million trees in and around our towns and cities. 
 
Perhaps the persistent ignoring of gardens as environmental assets reflects the fact that they are 
managed by members of the public and not by politicians.  It is galling that despite all the mounting 
evidence Governments still ignore the habitat that cover 25% of urban space. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wildlife gardening policy 
 
The potted future is taupe 
With the issue of plastic pollution so high in the public consciousness these days, the problems 
associated with gardening have come under the spotlight, with Monty Don its most prominent standard-
bearer. The biggest issue seems to be the amount of plastic plant pots produced, and especially the fact 
that black plastic is not recognised by infrared machinery in recycling facilities. 
 
In response, a group of key growers and representatives from the Horticultural Trade Industry agreed 
that a new colour of recycled polypropylene plant pot should be created that can be recognised by 
recycling machinery and by the public. Its colour will be taupe (a shade intermediate between brown 
and grey), and the first are likely to be on sale this year (2019). 
 
In the meantime, a few garden centres now have recycling points for black plastic pots, which are 
melted down and turned into other products. Of course, reduce and re-use must be promoted as the 
starting point, rather than 'use once, send to recycling'. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wildlife gardening resources 
 
How to create a better wildlife garden, American style 
The National Wildlife Federation in USA, which has championed 
wildlife-friendly gardening for decades, has released an online guide 
to How to Create a Better Wildlife Garden, accessible here. It 
advocates basing your garden on a natural habitat, whether that be 
grasslands, shrubs or forest, and then refining the features and 
accentuating planting combination.  
 
Although we may not have Monarch butterflies and American 
Goldfinches, the principles could also be applied in the UK climate, 
and it is interesting to see the topic set out in this way. However, the 
Wildlife Gardening Forum strongly maintains the message that a 
garden need not look like or feel like a semi-natural habitat to be 
good for wildlife. Wildlife-friendly gardens can look like...well, a 
garden! 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.nwf.org/-/media/Documents/PDFs/Garden-for-Wildlife/Ecological-Landscape-fact-sheet.ashx?la=en&hash=3E0016C934D84DD49B70EAA0780ED8377BC80B5C?s_email_id=20190105_GFW_newsletter_


9 
 

What moths are flying in your garden?  
 

 
 
A brilliant new web resource from the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (CEH) and Butterfly Conservation 
allows you to see which larger moth species are most likely to be on the wing in your area that day (and 
night!). 'What’s Flying Tonight' is free to use, and draws on millions of National Moth Recording Scheme 
records to provide an illustrated list of the species seen at this time of year in your area. It also includes 
flight charts, showing whether the species is at the heart of its main flight season, and the frequency 
with which each species has been recorded based on your location and the date.  
 
It is a brilliant way for anyone running a moth trap to help focus in on likely species, and the Wildlife 
Gardening Forum highly recommends it and congratulates its creators. 'What’s Flying Tonight' is 
designed to work like an app from a Smartphone or tablet, and will also work from a computer. It can 
automatically use the GPS in your device to locate the correct moth records, but you can also manually 
change the date and location.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Garden wildlife 
 
More Asian Hornets sighted  

After the first sightings in 2016, the Asian Hornet was recorded in 2018 in Liskeard (Cornwall) and in 
Hull. The species is believed to have first arrived in Europe in France in 2004, in goods from China, and is 
a predator of Honeybees. It is readily identifiable, being much darker than our native Hornet, although 
the publicity about its arrival has prompted many erroneous sightings to be submitted – a useful 
identification sheet is here on the Non-native Species Secretariat website.  
 
Any confident sightings should be sent with a photograph and location details to 
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk, or you can report it using the iPhone and Android app ‘Asian Hornet Watch’. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/asian-hornet-fowey-nest-destroyed-as-two-new-sightings-confirmed-in-liskeard-and-hull
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/downloadDocument.cfm?id=646
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Wildlife gardening and citizen science 
 

Daily Mail garden wildlife survey – first year results   
In June 2018, readers of the Weekend magazine of the Daily Mail were asked to record which of 55 
wildlife species they see in their garden, and which of eight wildlife-friendly features is present in their 
garden. Supported by The Wildlife Trusts, a total of 18,000 people participated, across the country, 
which is an excellent sample size. 
 
The species from the list recorded in the greatest number of gardens was Blackbird, seen in 98%, while 
other results include Common Frog in 37%, Great Spotted Woodpecker in 34%, Hedgehog in 28%, Toad 
in 14% and Slow-worm in 7%. 
 
The eight wildlife-friendly features were pond, trees, hedges, compost heap, area of long grass, 
brambles & nettles, undisturbed log pile, and fence holes for Hedgehogs. The results showed a clear 
correlation between the number of features present in the gardens and the number of species recorded 
on the list. Of course, those 
participating are a self-selected 
group, but it is interesting that 
71% of those who took part 
have a hedge of some kind, and 
about a third have a pond. 
 
The Mail's intention is to repeat 
the survey each June to 
compare results year by year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Have you heard a Tawny Owl? 
The British Trust for Ornithology's Tawny Owl survey closes on 31 March 2019, so there is still time to 
take part. All you need to do is listen for 20 minutes during at least one evening. You can even listen 
whilst lying in bed with the window open! All information is valuable, even zero counts. 
 
You need to record the date, the start time of your survey, an estimate of cloud cover, and whether or 
not you hear a Tawny Owl either hoot or give its 'ke-wick' call. Records are submitted online, but you 
will need to register with the BTO here first. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Slow-worm, found in just 7% of 

gardens in the survey 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/gardening/article-6384541/British-survey-shows-wildlife-thrive-help-animal-friendly-features-gardens.html
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-calling-survey
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Wildlife gardening, health and wellbeing 
 
Living near greenspace gives children a better spatial working memory 
A study of 4,758 11-year-olds living in urban areas in England investigated whether there was a 
correlation between their spatial working memory and how much greenspace there was where they 
live. Spatial working memory is the ability to remember the relative locations of different object, but is 
known to be strongly related with academic achievement, particularly in mathematics.  
 
The study found that children living in areas with less greenspace had poorer spatial working memory, 
and the relationship was not affected by the levels of affluence or deprivation in the area. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Nature prescribed to help health and wellbeing 
GPs in Shetland are now able to prescribe nature to their patients as a way of combating conditions such 
as high blood pressure and anxiety. In a collaboration between NHS Shetland and RSPB Scotland, 
patients can receive a leaflet and a calendar of seasonal activities based on local wildlife knowledge, 
giving them structured activities to undertake combining physical activity and connections to nature. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Titbits 
Manchester's bee garden 
In summer 2018, a public sculpture trail of giant bees was created all over Manchester. Called 'Bee in 
the City', it included over 230 bees, each designed by a different artist. While the aim was to celebrate 
Manchester, from its industrial heritage to its vibrant music scene, it also included a summer bee garden 
commissioned by the Museum of Science and Industry and designed by RHS Gold award winning garden 
designer, Alexandra Froggatt. Her design includes an insect hotel bench and a range of flowers designed 
to attract bees.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The newsletter is sent to all the members of the WLGF; you are welcome to forward it to friends or 
colleagues. Do encourage them to join the Forum (it’s free!) by visiting www.wlgf.org and filling in the 
simple form. 
 
The Wildlife Gardening Forum is a consortium of the UK’s leading wildlife, conservation, gardening and horticultural 
organisations, from both the private and the public sectors. We now have over 1,000 members. Formed in 2005, our core aim is 
to help gardeners and decision-makers understand just how important our gardens are for wildlife. 
 
Newsletter compiled by Adrian Thomas, with help from Marc Carlton, Steve Head, Andy Salisbury, Morag Shuaib and Ken 
Thompson. All photos by Adrian unless stated.  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/bjep.12243
http://www.wlgf.org/

